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ducation and the profes­
sional nurturing of our member 
analysts is a top priority of the 
Military Applications Society. 
In addition to sponsoring 
the Seth Bonder Military OR 
Scholarship (PhD), we also reinforce 
our MAS objective to "develop stu­
dents and OR practitioners capable 
of addressing the complex challenges 
of the 21st century" by recogniz-
ing top undergraduate operations 
research students at our service 
academies during awards ceremo­
nies just prior to their graduations 
each May. Our congratulations and 
best wishes to this year's impressive 
recipients from the class of 2014: Ca­
det Jake E. Taylor from the US Coast 
Guard Academy, Midshipman Colin E. 
Bogdan from the US Naval Academy, 
Cadet Zachary C. Saunders 
from the US Air Force Acad­
emy, and Cadet Matthew 
Hughes from the US Military 
Academy at West Point. A 
special thanks to all who pre­
sented on behalf of MAS at 
each academy. See the article 
on page 44 of this issue of 
Phalanx for further details on 
each of these newly commis­
sioned officers. 
Note that this year the dates 
for the 2014 INFORMS 
Annual Conference are 
November 9-12, 2014. The 
conference will be held 
in San Francisco and 
the early registration 
deadline is October 







more than 70 papers are scheduled 
to be presented across 20 sessions, 
including several joint sessions, 
along with more than a dozen out­
standing contributed papers and two 
tutorial presentations. We recognize 
that sequestration and oversight 
of the non-Department of Defense 
(DoD) conferences has contributed to 
a decline in presentations and overall 
attendance at MORS and MAS con­
ferences. Regardless, we hope to see 
you in San Francisco. 
Please plan to join us during the 
INFORMS conference for our annual 
MAS business meeting, tentatively 
scheduled for Monday, November 
10, at 6:15 p.m. in the San Francisco 
Convention Center. We will present 
several awards: the Seth Bonder OR 
Scholarship, the Bernard 0. Koop­
man Prize for the best publication on 
military OR, and the Steinhardt Prize 
for outstanding contributions and 
lifetime achievement. We had many 
submissions for the Bonder schol­
arship this year-eight candidates 
nominated from seven universities 
across the nation. Thanks to our 
prize committee members for their 
yeoman work, and past-president 
Greg Parlier for chairing our vari-
ous awards committees again this 
year. As is our tradition, the business 
meeting will be immediately followed 
by our reception starting at 7:15 p.m. 
Hats off again to Aaron Burciaga, 
MORS/MAS 
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our current industrious Industry LNO, 
for securing corporate sponsor dona-
tions, which continue to make these 
annual events, and our reception, 
highlights of the year. 
Balloting is ongoing for our next MAS 
Vice President/President-Elect and 
several council seats. 
We welcome COL Doug Matty as our 
new Secretary/Treasurer. I would like 
to formally thank CDR Walt DeGrange 
for his truly outstanding service as 
Secretary/Treasurer of MAS as well 
as his work in student membership 
and the webinar program. From all of 
us at MAS, thank you Walt! 
Publishing in Phalanx is an opportu-
nity for our membership. I encour-
age you take your briefing slides 
and prepare a short paper, around 
3,000 words max, and submit it to 
the Phalanx staff. I have had sev-
eral short papers in Phalanx over 
the last 24 years. I find the articles 
published in Phalanx to be useful 
and insightful for all levels of OR 
analysts and academics. 
Student opportunities continue 
through MORS/MAS and the 
webinars. WebExes will continue 
and will cover a range of subjects 
of interest to students conducting 
research and entering the exciting 
OR workforce. Take advantage of 
this opportunity. 
MAS council member Doug Matty 
continues to spearhead an INFORMS 
MAS initiative for a community of 
practice (CoP) for US Army OR 
professionals, both military and civil 
service, which is part of a compre-
hensive "functional area assessment" 
for Army ORSAs and civilian analysts. 
This effort can reinforce and extend 
our value proposition as a society by 
offering professional development and 
outreach support. Topics span many 
areas, including emerging trends and 
issues, training and certification, pub-
lications, meetings and conferences, 
networking, communities and special 
interest groups, awards and recogni-
tion, resources, and outreach. The 
initiative, described in an informative 
white paper, may potentially serve as 
a model for our use with other ser-
vices and agencies as well. Thanks to 
INFORMS Executive Director Melissa 
"-
Moore for her encouragement, and 
especially to Director of Communica-
tions Barry List for his efforts in devel-
oping and refining this initiative. 
MORS and MAS are continuing to 
examine ways of supporting each 
other in future endeavors. I have 
met and begun conversations with 
the new MORS President, Dr. Rafael 
(Raf) E. Matos, to s!rengthen our 
relationship. Also congratulations 
to our MAS members that now hold 
leadership position in MORS: Walt 
DeGrange, Harrison Schramm, and 
Aaron Burciaga. 
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CAP certification is on. Thanks to 
COL Scott Nestler for his hard work 
to make this happen. Congratula-
tions to all who have passed this 
rigorous examination. 
I'll soon pass the MAS gavel along 
to Professor Chris Arney, so this is 
my final MAS President's column 
in Phalanx. I want to publicly thank 
our Executive Council and all MAS 
council members-both elected 
and appointed-for your support 
and contributions, and especially 
MAS past-presidents Greg Parlier, 
Pat Driscoll, Ed Pohl, Dean Hartley, 
Keith Womer, and Bruce Fowler 
for your sage advice and guid-
ance. Working diligently behind the 
scenes is a superb and responsive 
INFORMS administrative staff. On 
behalf of MAS, thank you all for 
your indispensible support; and 
my personal thanks to Tracy Cahill, 
Melissa Forde, Mary Magrogan, 
and Ellen Tralongo at INFORMS, 
and to Phalanx production edi-
tor Joan Taylor, for your incredible 
service to MAS. 
Most importantly, my sincere thanks 
to you all-our MAS membership, a 
remarkable group of professionals 
supporting our nation on this unique 
cusp of history. Thank you for the 
opportunity and privilege to serve 
you. It has truly been an honor! 
See you in San Francisco. • 
